An agreement to declare support for
the International Lifejacket Principles
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Lifejacket Wear – the Muskoka Principles for boating safety authorities and organizations
At a meeting hosted by the Canadian Safe Boating Council at Lake Muskoka, Ontario, representatives of
national boating authorities and organizations from Canada, the United States, Australia, New Zealand
and the United Kingdom considered their collective experience from working to reduce fatalities arising
from recreational boating.
The following text was proposed for consideration as a set of principles to describe this collective
experience, and as a guide to approaches to work at an international level.
Overview:
The majority of all fatal boating accident victims drown and of these, around 4 out of 5 are reported as
not wearing a lifejacket.
The single greatest challenge facing the recreational boating safety community today is increasing the
lifejacket wear rate among the boating public.
Each national boating safety authority and organization listed below conducts a range of activities to
support the wearing of lifejackets. The principles below are described so as to build on these varied
approaches by seeking unity of action regarding the promotion of wearing lifejackets. We have a joint
goal of achieving a higher level of collaboration and coordination between leading boating authorities
and organizations around the world.
We believe international unity of purpose and direction regarding the promotion of wearing lifejackets
will help strengthen and clarify the importance of lifejackets across all our jurisdictions.
Agreed principles:
We the organisations listed below 1, agree to the following principles regarding lifejackets 2:
• We recognise the fundamental role the wearing of lifejackets plays in the safeguarding of life for
water users;
• We recognize the importance of promoting the wearing of lifejackets when boating;
• We will endeavour to ensure that any publication including brochures, DVD, video, websites,
and the like will feature all people wearing contemporary style lifejackets when in an outside
area of a small craft 3 that is underway;
• We will recommend to the recreational boating industry that its publications similarly feature all
people shown wearing lifejackets when in an outside area of a small craft3 that is underway;
• We will require our own on-water education and compliance staff to wear lifejackets whenever
they are on the water;
• We will use the term “lifejacket” in public information and education; and
• We agree to engage our own boating safety networks to encourage them to become ‘safety
partners’ by supporting the above principles.

1

Includes organisations not at the initial discussion in Lake Muskoka in 2012.
Lifejacket is a generic term covering all nationally approved personal lifesaving appliances/devices.
3
Different jurisdictions, largely depending on marine conditions, define small craft variously as under 4.8m, under
16ft, under 6m or under 7m. Small craft includes tenders.
2
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